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There is another 1985, somewhere in the could-have-been, where the Crimean war still rages,

dodos are regenerated in home-cloning kits and everyone is deeply disappointed by the ending of

'Jane Eyre'. In this world there are no jet-liners or computers, but there are policemen who can

travel across time, a Welsh republic, a great interest in all things literary - and a woman called

Thursday Next. In this utterly original and wonderfully funny first novel, Fforde has created a fiesty,

loveable heroine and a plot of such richness and ingenuity that it will take your breath away. --This

text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Jasper Fforde has a rich imagination that moves in wacky directions, an off-the-wall sense of humor

that never quits, and a deep knowledge and love of literature which give shape and substance to

this hilarious "thing" he's created. Not really a mystery, sci-fi thriller, satire, or fluffy fantasy, this wild

rumpus contains elements of all these but feels like a completely new genre. Fforde combines "real"

people from the "historically challenged" world of his plot with characters from classic novels, adding

dollops of word play, irony, literary humor, satire--and even a dodo bird--just for spice.With "real"

characters who can stop time or travel back and forth in it, hear their own names (the names here

are really terrific!) from 1000 yards away, appear in duplicate before themselves to give advice,

travel inside books, and change the outcome of history, the reader journeys through Fforde's

looking glass into a different and far more literary universe than the one we know. Thursday Next, a

SpecOp-27 in the Literary Detective Division of Special Operations, is looking for Acheron Hades,



who has stolen the original manuscript of Martin Chuzzlewit and killed one of the characters in it,

thereby changing the story forever. Thursday and the Literatecs are trying to prevent him from

getting inside Jane Eyre and committing further murders.If you have not read Jane Eyre recently,

your pleasure in this book will be greatly enhanced if you look up a brief plot summary on-line before

proceeding too far--the ending of Jane Eyre as we know it is different from the ending of Jane Eyre

as Thursday Next knows it, and the differences themselves become a delightful part of this plot.

Though some readers seem to feel that the book would benefit from a bit of pruning in order to

strengthen its conclusion, that suggestion seems to me to be too much like Acheron Hades

changing Martin Chuzzlewit or Jane Eyre--if you do that, something is irreparably lost--and this book

is so much fun that I'd hate to lose even a single word! Mary Whipple

With the first page of this book, Fford caught my attention and held it fast until the last. I hated to

see it end, but I was very happy to discover that it was only first in a series featuring Spec-Ops

agent Thursday Next. Fford has created a blend of mystery, science fiction, and fantasy that is

similar to Douglas Adams' Dirk Gently series. Fford's books even have the same irreverently

sublime silliness, but with a decidedly literary bent.The books are set in an alternate universe, one

where England is the world greatest super power, but is held under the control of a shadowy

mega-company called Goliath. The year is 1985, but it's unlike any 1985 you or I might remember.

Technology is both far advanced and far behind. The Crimean War still drags on and the world's

biggest superstars are authors. A special crime enforcement unit has been formed to deal with

crimes that fall outside the usual boundaries of police jurisdiction. Thursday Next works for

Spec-Ops 27, the Literary Division.When the world's third most wanted criminal, Acheron Hades,

finds a way to jump into the original manuscript of Dicken's MARTIN CHUZZLEWIT and

assassinates Mr. Quaverley (a character you will only remember if you read the book before 1985),

Thursday is assigned the case. It turns out that the assassination of Mr. Quaverley was only an

example of what he was capable of, and when he jumps into JANE EYRE and kidnaps the title

character, it's up to Thursday to save the beloved heroine...and the book.I'll warn you now that you'll

have to suspend belief while reading this book. It should be read as a fantasy first and foremost. It

deals with time travel (Thursday's father is a Spec-Ops agent as well, but in the Chronoguard),

cloned dodo's (Thursday's marshmallow loving pet Pickwick, version 1.2), and Shakespeare's

Richard the Third is performed with audience participation ala Rocky Horror. If you can get past

some of the more absurd qualities of the book, you're in for a true literary treat. Fford writes

assuming his readers will get his numerous high lit in-jokes, and while I'm sure I missed a few, he



provided me with many laugh out loud moments. While his world is bizarre and occasionally hard to

swallow, it's also amazingly imaginative and fun, Fun, FUN! Thursday is a strong, complicated, and

entirely likeable protagonist and I'm sure we have a lot to look forward to from her.
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